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Program Notes

I wanted Stalking Shadows to represent the mimicry of our shadows. During the day, our
shadows are always illuminated onto a surface whenever daylight or any kind of light is cast
upon us. However, when we are enveloped in darkness our shadows disappear. I wanted this
piece to tell the story of how our shadows mimic our movements but can suddenly disappear
from our sights in a single instance.

The piece features many rhythmic motives that are often mimicked or followed by another
instrument within the ensemble. This o�set style can be a bit di�cult during the first few
readings, however when each instance of rhythm comes together cleanly, the result is one
similar to an echo e�ect. The piece encourages many of the brassy and harsh sounds that low
brass instruments can produce. Smears of the trombone, harsh tonguing, glissandos and scoop
are one that would excite the audience and add a playful mimicry to the shadows.

The use of the word "stalking" in the title reflects that sense of being followed. Our shadows are
always following us, hence the riddle: "I follow you wherever you may go." Our shadows are our
stalkers, they constantly follow and mimic us, almost like they are huge fans that want to follow
in the footsteps of their idols.

- Gabriel De Guzman
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